








Fig. 1 - Cape Verdean kestrels at nesting sites. A) Male Falco (tinnunculus) neglectus erecting
feathers in response to his mate’s “vriii” calls (Santo Antdo, 14 August 2003). B) Pair of Falco
(tinnunculus) alexandri just after nest inspection by the male (Boavista, 22 August 2003).

Common Kestrels, moulting from juvenile to adult plumage, show such
two-tone cheeks, the adult male cheeks are usually uniformly grey in
this species.

It is worth considering that the superficially more tinnunculus-like
coloration of alexandri may be an adaptation to more arid habitat on
the eastern Cape Verdes. This difference is paralleled in the Canarian
kestrels, with the eastern subspecies, Falco tinnunculus dacotiae, much
paler and more rufous than Falco tinnunculus canariensis. However, as
dacotiae averages smaller than canariensis (BANNERMAN 1963), the dif-
ference in size is reverted with respect to the Cape Verdean kestrels.
This suggests that chance (genetic drift) rather than adaptation, is the
cause of some trait variation among insular kestrels.
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