
DBA-nieuws
DBA-vogelweek op Texel in najaar 1997 De DBA-

n}c letir•e•k ca•c•rcl rfi[ l .r,ir gehnuclert van zaterdag 27

cqrtc n 4re r lot en nta•[ znrul<f} ; i nktoixr 1997 . Dit

'experintent' ~v,3s de{•I . hedcteld om de Naxdse

Boszanger Phyllusc o{xr.s lxxe .tlis te lorceren . Echter,

kedurendt• rle s+erk zou blijken dat het voorkomen van

vogels niet alleen bepaald wordt in tijd, maar ook in

ruimte° tct i)utch Birdink 19 : 259, platen 268-269,

19971 . Zalercl .r); begon al goed met een Rtxle Wouw

49ilvu5 rTrihuS, vijf (irauwe Franiepoten Phalrtrupus

I ) h<tttrs in het Wat;ejnt . enkele Grote Piepers .tinthus

richarcli . Blactknningen P irtrxn .ttus en een (9rtolaan

fmheriz,r hnrtulan,r . A,t1 Schatten .9 .tr. nog geen kwartier

up hc•t eiland, untclekle een tt~rsle-winter Berl;fluiter

P hrtrtv!!i tegenover he1 Texel Birchvatchinfi Center

(T13C} . De vogel zuu cle hele >.veek aanwezig blijven en

zunk re}elmatig- Hc•1 1B( bleek een uitstekende uit-

v,tltihasis . Niet allc•en [l<rur de Íocr,t) ;eer- en sl .t .tpmoge-

lijkheden, m,r .3r ook door de aanwezige inÍorntalie

{ticha>oIhurd, k,r,trt van Texel, 'wzrden' Arend Wassínk

aell en niel in het minst de bibliatheekl . C)nder meer

een Rorxlkeelpietmr 4 cc~rvinus op rnaancl,t}; en een

meldinF; v .iut een Kleín W,tterhoen Pnrz,m<t parva op

woerisda) ; hielden de hcxrfden de volgende drie dagen

bij cle les. De 'big day" op tlinsda); werd gewonnen

door het leant van lerrK•n de Bruin, Nits van Duiven-
dijk, Diederik Kok c•n Han Zevenhuizen I121 soorten),

op de vcxl gevolgr! door Dick Groenendijk en Hein

Prinsen niet 120 soorten . Tv.-ee fietsteams scoorden 106

en 107 soorten e•n het totaal aantal soorten kwam uit

op 151 .

De wc>enstlag werd laat in de ntidda); verstoord door
een pietx rheric hl dat '} ;rote pijlstormvogels' langs de
Westersla}; vlogen . Nadat iedereen zic h naar het strand
had t;e_spex•cl, werd er in ieder geval een 'Krote pijl'
gezien die clc,or een deel v .tn de tanwezigen als Grote
Pllltitormvut;e•I Pr.rtfïnu+ gravis werd hedetermineerd .

Gedurende die middag en de navolgende dagen werd

duidelijk dat we de hc•ste zeetrekdagen uit de
Nederlandse geschiedenis metmaaktc•n, met 100en
Grauwe Pijlstttrmvogels Pgriseus, enkele Noordse

Pijlstormvogels P pu1linus, 1(1-tallen Vale StormvoKel-

tjes Oceanodrom<a k•ucorhu,t, een Rosse Franjepcxtt

P tuLc,aria, vele ja);ers 5tt•rc or,rriu,, waaronder twee

atiulte Kleinste Jakers S lon~itaudus, Vurkstaartmeeu-
w•en Larus sabini, Iw•ee Kleine Alken A 11e alle en een

Pape(;saiduiker Fr.tterc'ul.t arrlir.r . h1et c 180 soorten

mag de week bijzonder geslaagd genoemd worden . C)p

de eerste zaterdag was er vertler nog te genieten van
een voorstelling met dia's van Ed C)ptx•rman (Nieuw-

Zeeland en Austr,tlié) . Op donclercl,3g kwelen Nils van

Duivendijk en Diederik Kok zic :h goed van hun taak tij-

dens de 'mystery hird competítíc' . Winnaar werd Enno

Ehels, niet 22 van cle 36 goed, hc•volud door Roland
van der Vliet met 21 goed . De I,r,itsle z_alc,rdag p~tsseer-
den in een sfeervul en volgepaki rB(' enkele bijzonder
fraaie plzatjes van Roy de H,tas de revue (Canada en
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DBA-vogelweek op Texel in september 1998 De

periode v<rn de D$A-vcryt•Iwc•ek in het n,ij .r,ir v .rn 1<)<)8

is al hrkend . Aan voorspellin);en en hc•t xxr~kkc•n van

verwachdn} en waaKt hijna niemand zich meer, maar

toch hopen we in de periode van zaterdak 12 septem-

ber tot en met zondag 20 septemher 1998 een ornitho-

logische slag te slaan op Texel . Het Texel BirclwalchinK

Center (Vuurtoremn•eg 94, De Ccx ksclurp, Texel,

Noord-Holland, teleÍCxm 0222-3164161 zal hij cie orga-

nisatie een grote rol spelen . Bezcx•kers en deelnemers

zijn alvast );ewaarschuwcl dat deze vogelweek een wrat

zwaarder' karakter z,tl krijgen clan );ehruikelijk .

GIISBEKT \'A\ n[I2 BíN I

Trends in systematie s
Acrocephalus and Hippolais
relationships : shaking the tree
Molecul lr phylol;enetic stutlit•s are having a revi-
sionary impart on avjan taxonomv. Recently,
Leisler et a1 t1 9971 emplc~yed the powerful {hut
not infallihlei tethniyue of mjtochondrill DNA
(nttDNA) seyuenc inl; to untanl;le the evolutionz-
ry relationships uf several warblers of the genera
:3c'ro[.t•ph<tlus <tnt! Ilippc 4 ais . A molecular per-

spective of relationships in this group is particu-
larly welcome tilnce me>st species are rather non-
descript and offer fe ti v ( lues to their taxonomic
status and relaiionships . Relationships amon[;
Rc:rocephalus and Hif)polai5 have been unc:er-
tain at various levels (ef;, genera, subgenera and
species)- The main prohlen is that grctupings
which were n3ade on thc• basis of morpholoj;jcal
characters m<ty not rt•ilect a(tual relalionships .
For instance, althoerl;h the status of Ar-ro rr•ph,3lti s
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and Hippolrris has almost rilways heen accepted
withaut qucstic>n, there. is little morphologfcal
and genetic evidence to separate the two genera
(Williamst>n 1968, Sibley & Ahlyriist 1 990) and
Booted 11 cand Olivaceous Warhler H pal-
fída can appear verv similar to Arrorcphalus
warblers (Harris et rl 1995), particularly in prori-
Ie and hahits ceg, f larvey & Porter 1984i, Detail-
cd knc>ti1-1edge of phyfogenetic relationships
tivould also be extremely helpful to interpret his-
torical Irends in the ecolcsgy . hehaviour and
morpholot;y of reed warblErs .

Leisler et al (1997) set r>ut to investigate the
relationships or 2ï species and suhspecies of
Acrorephalrrs anci three species of HiF1L>olais
(Icterine H ic7erirr .a, F3ooted and C)livaceow,
Warhleri . To determine whether Hiphofais and
Acrocephaltrs are more closelv re:lated to each
other than to other w<irhiers, the study also
inc.luderl representatives of several other genera
traditionally cfassitied as Sylviidae iie, Ci>ti(ola,
Cettia, Locustella, PhyfJczccr>pcrs and Re g ulus) . As
is now standard practice in thi4 research Íield,
Leisler et al f1 99i i ana9ysed lom; secluences of
mtDhA (ie, 1{]68 base pairs) and conslructcYl
phyfogenetic trees using three difïerent algo-
rithms . Their stuch- vielded several surprises and
strongly suggests that Booted and C)livaceous
Warhier should be c-lassificri aniong the reed
warblers . At the level of specie„, the new data
indicate Ihat several torms t>revioucfy incluclecl in
'polytypic' spec.ies are hetter re arcli~d .zs se.pa-
rate species .

Higher relationsfiip s
The new- niolec:ular findings demonstrate that
Acracc phaliis and Hippofr>i5 ares close relatives ;
the other ~varhler genera turned out to be more
distantfy refated . Anion g Acrore l rhalus warblers,
three niain l;rt>ups were identiïied ffiture 1), one
representing the smali plain reed warblers (e g ,
Padclvriekl A <z~rrct,la and Reed Warhl e r A scir-
F~,7ceus), another Ír rmet€ hy the small streaked
s pec ies ( eg„ Sedge .4 Schr>enobaeners and Mous-
tached Warbler A rrielanopo~;on ) and a third
represenlins; the I,iri;e plain species teK, Great
Reed A 3rrrnrfin ceus and (aamorous Reed
Warbler A 4tentorr crs _ Surprisin>;Ey, Booted and
(?livaceous 41.farhler did not cluster with Icterine
Warbler but were nested evithin the lcroc cpha-
lzrs tree and emer~,~ed as the sister-group of the
large plain reed w a rhlers . ' fhís means that [3oot-
ed anr! Olivaceous Warbler are, in Íct, reed
warhlers anc! Ihat they can not he m a intainecl in
Hippolaiti . The existence ot #our major groups of

reed warhlers is also suggested hy rnorpholo€;ícal
analvses whicli are reported in the sanie paper .
Statistícal analysis of dirferences in 20 morphoi
ogical characters irlentilied four major clusters
corresponcíint; to the four phylogeneticaliy r€eÍin-
ed t;roups of reed warblers .

-At lower taxonon ic levels, the molecular phy-
It> ;;enetic dala also procluccrl interestin,y results .
Among the small plain species of reed w•arhlers .
Kvo hasir groups can be distin};uished : onv fnrm-
ed by Pacfcfytield 4'Lr,irhler and two similar eastrni
Asian ronms and another formed bv t3lyth's Reed
41.rtirhler A dumetorurr7 and several European and
Arrican forms . t3lack-browed Reed 4Varhler A hi-
strig iceps turned out to be a memher oÍ the
i;roup ot streaked specíes and did not appear to
he clo5ely related to Parlrlyfield or hh<inrhr .irian
Warhler ;1 tan i~cxrr m , near which it has Imen
placed in some taxonomic lisls . Relationships
amon} thc, streaked species could not he retiolv-
ed with conÍidence .

The studv show-ec€ that Basr;i Reed 4karhler
A „ risc Jclis hoids a position at the base of the
lame reerl warbler group. The remaínine I,irt ;e
Species torm ttvo major groups, one of Ihese
ron5istin[?, ot strictlv Alrican taxa . In the W1.restern
Palearctic ., this group is represented only by
Cape Verde 41.rarh€er A breviF>ennis . In Iradition<il
lists, the latter species is otten pl,xerl alongside
the small plain reed warhlers . The new sluriv
sho~ys that it is in Íac :t closer to the, large species .
From similarities in pluniat;e and vt>c,iliz,>tions,
Hazevoet (1 99 5 1 inferred a close relationsliip
with Greater Swamp Wlrarhler A rule5cen5 . This is
now supportecf bv molecular rlata . The other
group is formecl hy the Great Reed bti'arhEer cum-
plex . Relitionships among these Íorms have hc• e n
controversial and are further clisctrssecl below.

Hor-v n>any genera shoulrl he rec o,t nirerl ?
In order to represent natural grc>ul.x, genera and
other higher taxa should represent monophyletic
groups of taxa . tilonophvletic (naturah taxa <ire
complete phylogenetic units . A mono{)hvletic
taxon comprises alt the taxa de5cenrlin,g from a
niven hypothesizerl ancestor, irrespective of lheir
morphological distinctiveness . The term monc>-
phyly is easily illustr,iterJ hy means cat the 'cul
method' (Soher 1988i : draw a line throut;h ,>ny
hranch in fif;urr: 1 ; all species to the rí};hl of [hal
cut comprise a monophyletic group. When a
previously accepterl group turns r>ut tc> represent
an unnatural (nctn-monof>hvletic.i assemhlat e of
species, taxonomic chinges are inrwitahfe . Thc
discovery thal both Acrorr°phalrrs ancl Hippoljis ,
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H icterrna Icterine Warble r

A agricola Paddyfield Warhler

A tangorum Manthurian Warble r

A concrnens Brunt-winged Warbler
ro
LA durnetorum Blyth's Reed Warbler

A palustris Marsh Warbler c

A fuscus Caspian Reed Warble r

A baeticarus Arrican Reed Warhler

A avicenniae Mangrove Reed Warhler

A scirpaceus European Reed Warble r

A schoenobaenus Sedge Warbler

A paludicola Aquatic Warble r

A mefanopogon Moustached Warbler

A brstrrgiceps Black-browed Reed Warbler -j"

'H' pallida Olivaceous Warbler

'H"cafigata Boated Warhle r

A t;risetdis Basra Reed Warble r

A newtoni Madagascar Swamp Warbler

A secheNensis Seychelles Warbler

Agracilirostris Lesser Swantp Warbler

A brevipennis Cape Verde Warble r

A rutescens Greater Swamp Warble r

A arundinaceus Great Reed Warble r

A orientaiis Oriental Reed Warble r

A sientoreus Clamorous Reed Warble r

A vaut flani I'itcairn Reed Wa rhler

~ A au,trrlis Auslralian Reed Warhle r

FI (,URE 1 Evolutionary relationshíps among several Ac .Tocephalus and Hippolais warhlers, as inferred from
pNA sequences lLeisler et al 1997) . Groupings on the right indicate narrow and broad genus limit s

as currently defined, are not monophyletic
means that at least some generic names have to
be changed .

However, once monophyletic groups are
defined there are no obvious 'rules' that dictate
at which particular level those groups should be
recognized taxonomically . In other words, it is
arbitrary whether a particular monophyletic
group, such as the small plain reed warblers,
should be recognized at the level of genus or
subgenus. A phylogenetic study may determine
ohjectively whether a group is natural (mono-
phyletic) but the taxonomic rank of these groups
is arhitrary and largely depends on practical con-
siderations . It is only a matter of convention
whether the reed warhlers should be placed into
four narrowly defined genera, as suggested by
Leisler et al (1997), or into one broadly defined

genus (figure 1) . In the former option, Acroce-
phalus (as currently defined) is spEit into three
genera, Notiocichla for the small plain species,
Calamodus for the streaked species and Acroce-
phalus for the large plain species, with Booted
and Olivaceous Warhler placed in an additional
genus ldurta. If these four genera are recognized,
at least 15 species would hecome known under
a different name . SeveraE arguments may be cited
in favour of the proposal hy Leisler et al {1997y to
adopt narrow genus limits in the reed warblers .
First, the group of reed warblers comprises a
large number of species ; grouping them into four
genera would highlight the major subdivisions in
the group . Sibley (1996) already recognized 36
species of Acrocephalus ; if the results of the pres-
ent study are taken into account, Acrcacephalus
would comprise 40 or more species and woul d
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rank a nlun); the 30 I á r#;est genera of hircls ISihl(•y
& Monroe 1 990i . Secnnrl, there is high statislic,ll
su{>{lort for the monollhyly of the four grnulls
(Leisler e t al 19 9 7 } . Third, Ihc° falur groups ( an he
tiel .l,uated on the h,rsis of nwrpholot ;ical charac
Iers ILei s ler et al 19971 .

An lllernative is lo plac e all reed w a rhlers , in-
luciin} ; 13cx)teci and ()fi\•<ue°elus Vti'arhler, in A(rrl-

cc°f>ll .llu .ti . This would result in a name ching t• iur
13ooter 1 )nd Olivaceous Warbler hul nol lclr the
oth e r sllecies . The I .ltter two species woulrl thr , n
hc°conl (, kno w n as A(ru( ct) ltalus calig ,Nuti ln(I

Acrc,c eph a lLrs pallicl(r4, re spectively . Th(• Ícsur
major groups clist ussecl ahove could still be
recos;nized as suh~ en[°ra . Recognition of one

broad henus woulrl have the least imp , u t nn
n o menclature and may ,llso be preferahle g i vc~n
1 h (• f,u t that relationshil)s of th e distinctive Thi( k-
hill(•cl W arbler A aedon are 51il1 unc:le,lr. 1 he {lhy-
log(>n e tic relationshi ps crï Thick-hiile(! Wrrhier
and clther Acrocephaluti incl Nippolais \tiarhlers

ar e ( urr(~ntly hcins nvt ti til atecl hy Andreas

HeEhit; Ipers comm , . In the inlerim, 1 su);g e sl th .11
the fnur main g roups cr( reed ti~.-arbler idc , rltiried
hy Leisler et al i 1(1O7i h e tentatively recos;níied
as A irocepllalus .

SfJ(•ri( -s iif11it5

Phylnt;enc•tic studies are no[ strictly nec :estiary to

clefine yhec.ies iimits . tl(nvever. one \"f ay in

11'hl(h thc>y have prcwe(f t o he very usetul is to
test \tihether previOusiy wc ognizecf 'psllyty{)ic'

spe( ie~ rspecies cumprlsr ci r}t a numi>er cl( ~uh-
spe( ic•5'I represent natur<ll imonol .lhYIetic ) ,(;roulrs .

The I,)xonon~y ot the grnu{s u1 srrlall piair~ h,l( k(•cl

slle( ieti has proved to I1(• p,rrlicuiarly +liifirull to

wsolve . In the past, thc• rare tiA,)nchurian Warhler

h,3s heen con5irlere(f •r suhtipecies of (•ither

f31 ac k-hrrnved Ree(I ll'<lrhler ie};, bVilliamsaln

1 9btif or Pacldvtielri Warlrler reg, Alstrnm ct ,11

1 99 11 or, more rer enily . as a separate sl)ec ies

IRcrun(I 1994, Silllr•y 1't90 , S,lnt;ster (•t .11 I(1O7
The• Ilhylogeny oht,)in( rl by Leisler et al j191171

nnw sut ;} ;ests [hat its c 1n5est relative is Hf unt-

\vin);(A VVarbler 4 rrxir inrvl~, which me,in4 Ihat

c unlinnecl lunlping l,eith 1',lddyrielrl clr Illa( k-

hrrrtitiecl Reecl Y17arhlc•r is no long(°r ju4titied .

Interestingly . rrnDN.>\ sec{uences of polxrl,rtions

ot Klcklyrield \b`arhlc°r in Kar,lkhstan I' .rtrir<rl,r'I

ancl ( rinlea, Lkraine i ti(tllir)~trc'I turnecl rrul to

I}c• rrlaikeclly difter(•nt, sho\vinrti a t;cn(•lir (!is-

lancc• oi 4 .5`5;, . Allhclugh these populatir>ns ,lre

presently known to LlitÍc,r nnly hy suhtle colour
clitt(•rc•n( ( .,; , and ' 5 et)tinrrr e' ' i : niten nol even rer-

ut;nze•rl as 1 vali(I tiuh,tl(•c í(•; Ihut se e 5te{l .lny,ln

& k1atyukhin 19841, the genetic cl,ll~l suggest that
'septhntrs' may represcnt a cryplic ,511ec ies . Clear-
ly, this neerls lo Ie verified w•ilh nlor(- rntl other
data .

Thc• taxonirmv (li African Reed ~V.lrhler A 1)ae -
tlCdtUG has I)('('n a SLiI)lect ol conlr(W('rsy over the
past 2(1 y(•,}rs {(•);, Fry Cl al 11174 . ( 1, 1 n ( cy 197 5 ,
Do\vsett-Lernaire & Do\tsett 19fi ; 1 . In nnrthern
Atrica, itinlated ttopulations arc• ouncl in Senet;al
ICals[on & Moiel 1984), I,lke Ch,lcl (Frv et al
1974) anrl in north-eastern Airic .l (Ash et .11
1989) . Fac h of these populatí(lns h.ls heen
clescrihe(f ls ,r sc•imuate subsperiv< hut the status
ot these ta\a ancl their relation~hip~ \oth other
5pecies have í)een unclear. Th(• {)opuLiticrn in
nclrth-cra„lern AÍric .l, \vhich w<lS n,lmerl atYcen-

niae hy flsh el al i19891, is {l .lrticul .lrly riistinc-

tive and is c I1<lr,lc lerized by rel,riively pm1e, r>live-
bro\vn ul.>Ilerp,rrls, with a rusty lint;t• c onÍineci tn
tlle rumll lntl u{.1pertail-co\-(•rts, ,ln(1 rliÍic•rs from
all populali(ln~, (ai African Rc•(•c! 1'V,lrhl(•r in hav

ing uniÍrsrm ( ruanly-\vhite un(ler{lartti \.ith \ery
palc tlank5 Atih et il 1989 1 , 11 inh,lhit, cnastal
mangrove s in [he ;outhern Red 5(°,1 IEritre,3,
Suclan, Sonl .lli .l, Saucli ,1rihi,l ,in(f N(lrth Yemen)
and occurs only nm~ginally sr > ulh ot the horcler4
of the Pal(•arc li( . Reed warhler, ubserve(I at Ihe
Red Sca «),lsl in ~uuthern Ec;y{rl n1 .1y repre5ent
this species iPeter Meinint;er n lilti . rlithough
avicer)rri'le cri,ginallv cle S c rihr•rl ,1s ,1 north-
ern suhspc°c c°s r f .1(rfcan Rt•ec! \V,lrhlur, Ihe nc°w
molecul,3r titu(Iv inclicateti [hat it i~ in i,ut closer
to European Reed W~lrhler. Th(• lorln lvir r•r)ni,lr
(liifers from Ih(- 1,1it(sr si)ecie~, in < rrloration o1
uPPerparts, \ving and lool struc um ln(I hahitat
IAsh et al lc)FS'11 . As yet unpuhlisht•rl data incli-
cate that Íts song iti Ao\ver [h .1r1 th,ll (rÍ Furrlpean
Reecl Warhler 1 t•i51er et al 1(r),1 . 13(•( ,luse a( i-
cenniae i„ (Ii5linct from 1)oth Atn(,rn Reetl anrl
European Reed l1',rrhler, the prullutial h v 1 eisler
et al ( 1997) to recni;nize it as r u•Il .lrme specieti .
Mangrove Reed 1't',)rhler A,ll i( cvrni,r e , u•enl~
well roun(lecl ,

Even more surltritiing wa~ th(• iinclin ;; Ihat the
two 'suh~pt( i(•„' ot Reerl VVarhl(•r, A s tic irp,lcetr~
and A s fusc u%, •rrc• rlot sist( r-t<lx .(, ~( irF) ,ic ecrs he-
ing more c Irrtic•ly reI,ltcc! to a( i( eflrli,u• and b.leli-
cattrs than to lu ,cu> . This mean~ that ir h .retic,Trus
and avicerm i , xe .1r( - ( trnsiclerecl .1s si)(-c ies, the
more distantly r(>I,lted tuscus should also he
treated at Ihe• level of s{>ecieti . It 4r i (ƒ) ,rr r•uy ln(I
tLi5c11S are rc'((lgnl7C'CI as twO nl(li1(11y{)uti{]ecÍes
they m.iy h(• n,lmerl Eurcll)(mn Ree(f Warbler
4 ccirpact (r.~ ,uuf C,lspian Reed W,lrhlt•r 4 tirsc us
i•Ea,tern Reed 1•'v'arl>ler' for thc° I .rtter ,pecie s

,q'
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302 i :aspian Koed W.irhler / Kaspische Karrkiet Acroc eFiltalus tuscus, luhaii, Saudi Arabia, 10 April 1991
(Arnoucl f3 van clert f3er1 1
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301 islan} ;rcwe Reed Warhle r / rti-5,tnkrq ve k,ir e kiet Arrnc cphalus avic'enniae, Shuqaiq, Asir Province, Saudi Arabia,
Mav 11)1)5 ( 1'eter Syntens)
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wouicl inaitc c(,niusi(in as this name is 4nl
times useri fnr O~ Reecl Warl)ler 4 o rien-
talis) . The Ixecrsling range uf Cispidn Rtwcl
4Varblur is tiiluatecl in central and ea,ttrn A5i,1
titinc~r, Le~,ant, the ("aspiarl area ancl c enrral Asi<l,
and l c°xtencf tivesl inlo cenlr,tl Turke°y
(Roselaar 1 99 51 .)ncl snuth t ) the Nile I)c'llw
Egypt tGoodmin .1, ,tiicinin~er 198111 . 11 is nul
known whelher Caspian Reed 4tirarh W r is 71titi d vn
separahle in the fit'Id irnm European Reed ancl
Mar5h 4Varhler A r m lustris . In Ihe Euro{)een ~
tifiratic)n literature, Caspian Reed 1h'arhlE:'r is
mostlv 1realec1 as ,r taxon which could 1>rnvW
identification pitdlls tivhile icientí(yin,r; a pn[enti,tl
Blvth's Reed or Marsh AaIler, rather than as ,1
form tivhich is interestint; in itself. Consequently,
our kno~,slecil ;e ahr~ut the status of Crispian Reed
Warbler in Eurl is still ruclimentar` . Hcnti.'n :er,
Caspian Reed \ti•<lrl)ler is a commcln migrant in
tsraei ~Shirihai 1 yt}f ,b an(I prnhahlv elsewherc' in
the titiddle East, whic h s~ that it is curreni-
ly hein g overlocskerl in nvesternl Eiirr,p>e . F3~ a
detailecl identificalirm paper is availahle, c)hserv-
erc l r onsult tht• accounts h e' Pearson I 1 9 N I ~ .
HarveL & Patrtc'r (19840 Schulr_e-I lagen ';
Barthel (1993, and Harrís et 0 i1 99 r ktr initrr-
malion a h o ut p)luma#;es and hare parts r>i
Caspian Reecl Warltler and ah()ut ind~ and
age variation .

The taxononn(,r the co~ of lal l
we rblerti has heen unslahle for mam a ears itiik)-
monsen 1 929, Strinemann & Arnold 1941), Shiri-
hai et al 199 5 r . The trsclihunal vie e ti that ,imil .tr
forms tieith non-r,Lerlapping hreeding ~
should he lumpecl as Suhspecies• oi larc;e an{I
>,,ariahle `poht~'pic' species is f ;rulually Eeinp;
elbowed aside hv the view {hat sekeval fc)~
suhspecies are actuail \ quite distinc tancl shoulcl
be t~ as fu11 spec ies . For instance, Peartion \
t3ackhurst 119 88n W) studied Batira Reed Mr-
hfer c)n the Mn[el t;rotmcls in eastern Atrita,
poinled out rh<lt ii K rar more clist~ Ihan iiti
status as i'suhst>t cicti' ctt Great Rc'('tl 1•V .trhlc•r
had preAol Sugg~ f'varson & t3ac khul
0 988 ) tihowed thal Base Reed antl C ;~ Rt'c'(I
Warbler dirier in sice, hill shape, laluma~c' ancl
leg c~olorntion, hahitat and ~on}; and t or cluclt'rl
that hoth taxa shoul(i k)e re,«o);nized ac rlíslintl
,; pecies . The hasai position ot Basra Rec°cl V1-ar-
bler among the lal reed warblers Ifi,qure I r
emphmical ly suppnrts th,lt c onc lusíc)rl . ,lnulhc r
tnrm prE:>.'iotisly inc ludecl irl Gre,lt Rteci Warhlt'r
is Oriental Reed Mtrbler, a Icing-rlititanc e minr ;lnl
w'hich appearc on th(^ Western Pall lisl. [,n
the streni ;th of two recctrds kn Itr,lr'I IShirihai

14[]6) . The ne>,s~~ stucly shnwetf Ihat Urienl .tl Reed
1,'Varhl(°r is at ll ntore c Ins e ly rrl,,letl lr,

CIamttrol Reerl than tn (',l Reet! W,rrhlt•r,

1 t'ikler el a l (11)97 { . Iht'rt'Inrc' . c<,nc lur{r'd Ih,rt
C)ric•nt,il Reed LN,Irhlr,r is hr'si Irt' rlt'<I rk ,r Íull

sp(°c it•s, a t ont lusion c'ariier rr•.x ha•rl hy tihirihai

t't .tl {19[) :ï1 nn Iht' h,rsis nÍ Irlum,t w ' fe,,lurc', .

hionu~)ncl l irom a Irn'fintin rry U NA
klurly. Anulher Írtrm . Augr .11i,1n #Zeeri l't''.)rhlt'r

A )u`,tralis, is mr)tit{y Irt'.)It'[I ) s .r ia„ ot

(-I .)l Rc'til Wlrlaler. thc• ntr,lr'c ul,rr tl,)t .t

crhl,tint•cl hV 1eí51er ( 1 .II Ilrl[I'I rrmtr,ulitt Ihiti

eiew; it is ,)l closer tn I'it(,tirn Rreal
41'<trhler A t,)u g fi,)ní, tn t',astern I'olt~nl'tii<tn

vnrl~ , lhan lo (1,rmorattl5 Rci'c! W,lrhl('r, ,up-

t)orlin}; Ihe viesti• hc, ltl b y Shirih,ti r•1 al + 1't'}51 1 11 . 1 1

Autitrali,trt Rc'ecl Warbler is sper itx,tlly clititinc I .

:11tht,(s~h the nt'w mnlcc ui<u tl,11 .r ~uppurl
ccm<Il tivhí( h wer(' rlre,rc h<'rl

a)n ihe hatii5 uÍ ntt,n, Ir,trlitirrnal t h .u,tt tt'r~ . hc's
Wo illuntin,rtc hcm '%ti.l lit', unrn.ilur .lll til)e
c ie, lintil> h,)v(' been in tht, nt,t-su-rlistanl p .t51
The urlrnnlÍnrt .thle t .tcl th .tt af Ic° .ttit fitt' w~
recn~nirc'rl 'pnlvlypic' .pec ieti are ,t .>t mhl .1 t'
of inrms Ihat ~3rt° no1 rln5c'Itrel,3trrl iit' . I'.ultl e .-
Íieltl . Ril Airkcan RetJ ( ;rr',tl Retd ,tnrl
( lal Rl W,lrhlc•n t,llls int(t tll Iht'
st,ltus ot oiht'r ~icl( Iy <tr( (q,1e(! . hut <1s Vc•t Irnt,rl`
cs)n'r~hnr~ttc'[I, pctlyt~'pir tipt•t it'ti_ IZ(~~rtitit'titinlt'rll~
Ot [he [amlrlrtl' oI ?\1rictn R)'t'ti, Eitlt111'[I, Olika-
( eiuus anel ( lamrrrrru, i:e•r'ri Mrhlr'r m,tv ht, ,ar-
tic ul srly r('w,lrclins .( ;irt•n tlrt nr,rny ,ts
untiampletl Íornts, Ihe rr't'ci se,Irhlt'r t[l is
5till a s;ul(Iminc, ror futurt' I)hylrtgt'ne1it tn(I la\()-
nofnic titl ,tncl 1ht• ,Itltl~ hy 1eislt'r c't ~t l
It)') is ,n indic .zti[tl~ ihat nlrtrl ,ul tr(' lo

h(~ t'xp(•rt(•~I .
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Masters of Mystery -f swArioVsK i
> f' r , F

Third round
PlateS IX-XII represent the four mystery hirds of
the third round . Please, carefully study the rules
below and identify the hirds in the photographs .
Solutions cao he sent in three ditferent ways :
• by postcard to Dutch Birding Association,

Postbus 75611, 1070 AP Amsterdam, Nether-
land s

• bv e-mail to d .s .kokQstud .chem .ruu .rtJ (a c:on-
iirmation of arrival will he sent )

• hy Internet via the home-page of the Dutch
Birding Association ,
http ;//www.niet)web .ni/Dut(,hBirciing

Entries tor the third round have to arríve by
25 February 1998 . From those entrants having
identiÍied most of these four mystery birds cor-
rectly, three persons will he dravvn who will
receive a copy of Photot ;raphic handbook of the
rare Wrrls of Britain and Europe by Dominic
Mitchell & Steve Young, donated hy New
Holland (Publishers) Ltd . This third and final
round will decide who will become the winner
of the competition and the owner of a pair of
Swarovski 8x20B Century binoculars, donated by
Swarovski Benelux .
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